
1. OVER TIME, FREQUENT ESCAPES FROM 
ATLANTIC SALMON NET PENS CAUSE ECOLOGICAL HARM

Washington’s Atlantic salmon net pen issue can be difficult to navigate.
Most have heard of the August 2017 Cypress Island spill.
But what else is there to know about the way the Atlantic salmon net pen 
industry operates in Puget Sound, and around the world?

Atlantic salmon have 
successfully reproduced 

 in British Columbia rivers.2

In the North Atlantic, scientists 
have studied the stomach 

contents of escaped Atlantic 
salmon, and found the diets of 
farmed and wild to be similar.3

Puget Sound net pens 
occasioanally have large escapes, 

but they experience smaller, 
persistent escapes as well.4

2. ATLANTIC SALMON AQUACULTURE AMPLIFIES AND SPREADS
DISEASES AND PARASITES IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT

In 2012, at the exact time wild juvenile salmon were 
migrating through Puget Sound, three Atlantic salmon net 
pens suffered from an outbreak of Infectious Hematopoietic 
Necrosis virus (IHNv). During the outbreak, over

1,000,000 LBS
of adult Atlantic salmon were killed by the disease.5 
Because of Washington State’s lax regulations, no 
assessment of the outbreak’s impact was conducted.

45%
37-45% of wild salmon highly exposed to salmon farms are 

infected with piscine orthoreovirus in British Columbia, 
compared to 5% in regions furthest from the farms7

90%
In a 2004 study, 90% of juvenile pink and chum salmon 

sampled near salmon farms in the Broughton Archipelago 
were infected with lethal amounts of sea lice6

3. THE NET PEN INDUSTRY’S 80 JOBS8 
IN PUGET SOUND PUT 28,665 
WASHINGTON STATE JOBS AT RISK

Washington’s commercial and sport fishing industries 
employ an estimated 28,655 people.9
The damage to Northwest fisheries from Atlantic salmon 
net pens puts those jobs at risk.

4. LAND-BASED AQUACULTURE 
PRESENTS A SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVE 

The practice of aquaculture isn’t inherently harmful, 
but the way it’s currently practiced is. It’s possible for  
the net pen industry to transition from water to land. 

Land-based aquaculture filters and recycles its water. 
Theres no pollution, parasites, viruses, or threat of

escaped fish into public waters.10 

6. COOKE AQUACULTURE IS 
A BAD CORPORATE ACTOR

5. UNLIKE LAND-BASED AQUACULTURE, 
OPEN-WATER ATLANTIC SALMON NET 
PENS DO NOT CAPTURE FISH WASTE. 

In addition to an attempt to pay the 
Lummi Nation for their silence earlier 
this year,12 Cooke Aquacultur owns a 

$$
long history of industry transgressions, including an 

illegal pesticide use case in which the company plead 
guilty and was required to pay one of the largest 

environmental fines in Canadian history. 13

Over a 20-month period,
net pens in Puget Sound
discharge an estimated  

2.5 million lbs of nitrogen 
and 

554,244 lbs of 
phosphorus 

in the form of fish waste.11 Compiled and designed by OUR SOUND, OUR SALMON.  
Visit oursound-oursalmon.org to learn more.

High nutrient levels in 
aquatic environments 

can cause algal blooms, 
resulting in low oxygen 

levels and mortality 
among 

aquatic animals.
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